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CORONAVIRUS — RESTRICTIONS 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.01 pm]: I rise to update the house on the time line for the 
planned easing of COVID-19 restrictions in Western Australia. As members would be aware, in June the government 
announced an updated roadmap for WA, which included details about phase 5 and phase 6. Phase 5 would result 
in the removal of the two-square-metre rule and the 50 per cent capacity limit for major venues such as Optus Stadium. 
The two-square-metre rule is a nation-first rule that was designed to ease the burden on businesses compared with 
the more problematic four-square-metre rule being used in other parts of the country. 
Phase 5 was set to be introduced on 17 July. This was a tentative date, subject to health advice from our 
Chief Health Officer, Dr Andrew Robertson. There have already been three two-week delays to the introduction 
of phase 5, due to the health risk presented by the situation on the east coast. This morning, however, on the advice 
of the Chief Health Officer, I announced a further extension of phase 4 by two months. This means that the new, 
tentative start date for phase 5 will be Saturday, 24 October. Proceeding to phase 5 is just not appropriate right 
now. This will cause frustration and problems for some sections of the community. 
One consequence of this decision surrounds the 2020 Perth Royal Show. This morning, I informed the 
Royal Agricultural Society that due to health advice and the unique challenges the event presents, the Royal Show cannot 
go ahead this year. I also informed the Royal Agricultural Society that we will work closely with it to make sure that 
it can deliver a vibrant Perth Royal Show in future years. I thank the Royal Agricultural Society for its understanding. 
Obviously, this news will be disappointing for many families, businesses and, of course, our regional farming 
communities. However, it is important that we do not take unnecessary risks when it comes to this pandemic and 
the health of Western Australians. As always, we are trying to strike the right balance between protecting our 
community and keeping our economy as open as possible. 
Although we have had no community transmission in Western Australia, we simply cannot afford to get complacent, 
because the virus could sneak back into WA and spread like wildfire. If we can learn anything from over east and 
overseas—including New Zealand recently—it is that this virus can spread extremely fast. Other jurisdictions have 
introduced or strengthened restrictions recently; WA has been fortunate enough to remain in phase 4. The government 
expects to make a further update or confirmation of this new time line in October, ahead of Saturday, 24 October, 
in order to provide as much certainty and clarity to the public as possible. As always, we thank the people of 
Western Australia for their patience and understanding. 
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